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portant and necessary stepping stone. As mentioned
before, it furnished a substantial amount of experi-
ence and engineering information which in that epoch
could not have been secured by any other means. Of
even greater importance were some general conclusions
which resulted from contact with realities after a
period of planning, acquiring ideas, and at times even
day-dreaming. I realized that success at that time could
not be achieved by producing one particular flying
machine. What appeared to be needed was a decision
to gather much more knowledge and experience cover-
ing various phases of the new art, and continuing to
work hard, readjusting the programme if necessary.
Although plans for a new and improved helicopter
were well under way at that time, I decided not to start
the construction for a few months, and in the mean-
while to do other work and to visit the flying fields in
Paris again.
While working on the disassembly of the helicopter
and making arrangements for the trip abroad, I again
turned with much energy and interest to the con-
struction of flying models. It was a comforting dis-
covery to find that they were much more successful
than before*
During the short trip to Paris, I was able for the first
time to see aeroplanes in actual flight and this thrilled
me greatly. The sight of Count Delambert in a
Wright biplane several hundred feet in the air pro-
duced a most wonderful impression which I shall never
forget. While developing plans for an improved heli-
copter, I became more and more interested in aero-
planes.
A short time later a few sketches of planes appeared